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ABSTRACT 

With human presence i n o u t e r 
space i n c l u d i n g the moon and 
o t h e r c e l e s t i a l b o d i e s , the 
e x p l o r a t i o n and e x p l o i t a t i o n 
of o u t e r space became a 
r e a l i t y . 
The p o t e n t i a l s of o u t e r 
space a c t i v i t i e s and i t s 
obv ious b e n e f i t s , encouraged 
d i f f e r e n t governments , as 
w e l l as p r i v a t e o r g s n i z a -
t i o n s to i n v e s t huge amounts 
of c a p i t a l and r e s o u r c e s f o r 
space c o m m e r c i a l i z a t i o n . 
T h i s gave r i s e to i n t e r 
n a t i o n a l c o o p o r a t i o n , as 
w e l l as c o m p e t i t i o n and the 
i n e v i t a b l e c o n f l i c t s and 
d i s p u t e s . So f a r such d i s 
putes and c o n f l i c t s have 
been l i m i t e d to cases which 
have been r e s o l v e d , by , or 
are w i t h i n j u r i s d i c t i o n o f 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l space t r e a t i e s 
or space laws . Such as 1972 
l i a b i l i t y c o n v e n t i o n and 
1967 space t r e a t y . 
However w i t h expected i n c r e 
ase i n f u t u r e space a c t i v i 
t i e s , here w i l l be a l a r g e 
number o f s p a c e f a r e r s , or 
s p a c e d w e l l e r s i n h a b i t t i n g 
space s t a t i o n s or p l a n e t s . 
T h e r e f o r e , t h e r e w i l l be a 
need to a n a l y s e and address 
p o s s i b l e d i s p u t e s amoung 
these communit ies . 
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In t h i s paper the author 
w i l l t r y to d i s c u s s the 
problem and propose some 
p r o c e d u r e s to s e t t l e such 
c o n f l i c t s of i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
space law. 

INTRODUCTION 

In g e n e r a l , d i s p u t e s a r i s e n 
from space a c t i v i t i e s or 
d u r i n g any r e s i d e n c y i n 
space , can be d i v i d e d i n t o 
two t y p e s : 
c i v i l and c r i m i n a l . 
In any l e g a l d i s p u t e t h e r e 
w i l l be three main i s s u e s : 
The s u b s t e n t i v e law, the 
p r o c e d u r e , and the a d m i n i 
s t r a t i v e body. For example 
a r t i c l e s VI and VII of 196.7 
space t r e a t y e x p l a i n s t h a t : 
" A r t i c l e VI s t a t e s p a r 
t i e s to the t r e a t y s h a l l 
bear i n t e r n a t i o n a l a c t i v i 
t i e s i n outer space , i n c l u 
d i n g the moon and o t h e r c e l 
e s t i a l bod ie s wether such 
a c t i v i t i e s are c a r r i e d on by 
governmental a g e n c i e s or non 
governmental e n t i t i e s and 
f o r a s s u r i n g t h a t n a t i o n a l 
a c t i v i t i e s are c a r r i e d out 
i n c o n f o r m f o r m i t y w i t h the 
p r o v i s i o n s se t f o r t h i n the 
p r e s e n t t r e a t y . 
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The a c t i v i t i e s of non 
governmental e n t i t i e s i n 
o u t e r space , i n c l u d i n g the 
moon and o t h e r c e l e s t i a l 
b o d i e s s h a l l r e q u i r e 
a u t o r i z a t i o n and c o n -
t i n u e n t s u p e r v i s i o n by the 
a p p r o p r i a t e s t a t e p a r t y to 
the t r e a t y when a c t i v i t t i e s 
are c a r r i e d on i n o u t e r 
space , i n c l u d i n g the moon 
and o t h e r c e l e s t i a l bod ie s 
by an i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n 
i z a t i o n , and by the s t a t e s 
p a r t i e s to the t r e a t y p a r 
t i c i p a t i n g i n such o r g a n i z a 
t i o n . " 
And a c c o r d i n g to a r t i c l e 
V I I (( each s t a t e p a r t y to 
the t r e a t y t h a t launches or 
p r o c u r e s the l a u n c h i n g of an 
o b j e c t i n to o u t e r space , 
i n c l u d i n g the moon and o t h e r 
c e l e s t i a l b o d i e s , and each 
s t a t e p a r t y from whose t e r 
r i t o r y or f a c i l i t y an ob
j e c t i s launched i s i n t e r 
n a t i o n a l l y l i a b l e f o r damage 
to another s t a t e p a r t y to 
the t r e a t y and to i t s n a t u 
r a l or j u r i d i c a l persons by 
such o b j e c t or i t s component 
p a r t i n e a r t h , i n a i r space 
or i n o u t e r space , i n c l u d i n g 
the moon and o t h e r c e l e s t i a l 
b o d i e s . ) ) 
As i t can be seen, any such 
a r t i c l e s can r e s u l t i n t o a 
d i s p u t e which would r e q u i r e 
a procedure to handle i t . 
The s e l e c t e d l o c a t i o n f o r 
j u d i c a t i o n of a d i s p u t e w i l l 
have a s i g n i f i c a n t i n f l u e n c e 
on any suggested procedure 
aimed to s e t t l e the d i s p u t e . 
Whi le space t r i p s are v e r y 
l i m i t e d i n d u r a t i o n at the 
p r e s e n t t ime , t h i s w i l l not 
be the case i n f u t u r e . 
T h e r e f o r e earthbound c o u r t s 
can not be c o n s i d e r e d as a 
s o l f o r u m f o r o u t e r space 
d i s p u t e s and a l t e r n a t i v e s 
have to be l o o c k e d i n t o . 
The procedure f o r c h o o s i n g a 
forum i n g e n e r a l p r i n c i p l e 
law, c o u l d be mentioned as 
f o l l o w s : 

1- The t r i b u n a l s i t u a t e d i n 
the p l a c e r e s i d e n c e o f 
the p l a i n t i f . 

2- The t r i b u n a l where the 
d i s p u t e d a c t , has taken 
p l a c e . 

3- The t r i b u n a l s i t u a t e d 
i n the p l a c e of r e s i d e n 
cy o f the d i f e n d e n t . 
D i s r e g a r d the competency 
of the t r i b u n a l s which 
are competent f o r the 
cr imes comited i n e a r t h . 

Of the above t h r e e , the 
second o p p t i o n seems to be 
the most a p p r o p r i a t e . In the 
m u l t i n a t i o n a l space s e t t l e 
ments o f the f u t u r e d i f f e r -
r e n t n a t i o n a l s w i t h v a r i o u s 
customs and b e l e i f s w i l l 
form a community and 
t h e r e f o r e f a l l o w i n g d i f 
f e r e n t s t a t e laws to a p p l y , 
w i l l r e s u l t i n c o n f u s i o n , to 
o t h e r argument i n f a v o u r of 
the proposed o p t i o n i s the 
a v a i l a b i l i t y o f the ev idence 
and w i tnes se s i n the p l a c e 
o f the d i s p u t e and the e x t r a 
o r d i n a r y c o s t o f t r a n s p o r t 
a t i o n of the w i t n e s s e s from 
t h e i r space r e s i d e n c y to the 
e a r t h . 
I t has been argued t h a t w i t h 
the advances i n space , t h e r e 
w i l l a l s o be t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
break through i n telecommun
i c a t i o n a l l o w i n g e a r t h bound 
courtrooms to d e a l w i t h 
space d i s p u t e s . 
However, as i t s t a n d s , t h e r e 
i s no p o s s i b i l i t y o f r e a l 
t ime communicat ion w i t h a 
p l a n e t as d i s t a n t as mars 
i t takes more than t en 
minutes f o r a response to be 
r e c e i v e d from the p l a n e t 
mars. P h y s i c a l e x a m i n a t i o n 
of any ev idence w i l l a l s o 
not be p o s s i b l e and i t may 
not be a c c e p t a b l e to c o u r t s . 
A c c o r d i n g to a r t i c l e 2 o f 
l i a b i l i t y c o n v e n t i o n " A 
l a u n c h i n g s t a t e s h a l l be ab
s o l u t e l y l i a b l e to pay com
p e n s a t i o n f o r damage caused 
by i t s space o b j e c t on the 

This article from International Institute of Space Law is published by Eleven international publishing and made available to anonieme bezoeker



s u r f a c e of the e a r t h or to 
a i r c r a f t i n f l i g h t . " A r t 
i c l e 3 a l s o mention an imp
o r t a n t p r i n c i p l e " i n the 
event of damage being caused 
elsewhere than on the sur
face of e a r t h to a space 
o b j e c t of one s t a t e to per
sons or p r o p e r t y on board 
such a space o b j e c t by a 
space o b j e c t of anather 
launch i n g s t a t e , the l a t t e r 
s h a l l be l i a b l e o n l y i f the 
damag i s due to i t s f a u l t or 
the f a u l t of persons f o r 
whom i t i s r e s p o n s i b l e " . 
For the settlement of 
d i s p u t e the l i a b i l i t y con
v e n t i o n p r e s c r i b e d c e r t a i n 
r u l e s and procedures men
t i o n e d i n a r t i c l e s 8 up to 
23 of the convention. 
In g e neral the p o i n t concern 
w i l l be the competence of 
a u t h o r i t i e s i n v o l v e d i n 
judgement and assessment of 
the d i s p u t e . Obviously, the 
commander of any space 
v e h i c l e or any s p e c i a l l y 
t r a i n e d personnel aboard of 
space s h i p should have the 
exe c u t i v e power to take 
necessary a c t i o n s aimed to 
r e s o l v e a d i s p u t e or to con
t a i n and c o n t r o l any d i s 
puted s i t u a t i o n u n t i l ap
p r o p r i a t e j u d i c i a l measures 
can be taken. 
Space environments and i t s 
i n f l u e n c e a human s o c i a l and 
p h y s i c a l behaviour would 
r e q u i r e s p e c i a l l y t r a i n e d 
and q u a l i f i e d people to 
judge any s i t u a t i o n by i t s 
m e r i t s . 
The main i s s u e r e g a r d i n g 
any space d i s p u t e i s the 
p e r t i n e n t laws to be used i n 
order to r e s o l v e the prob
lem. Many i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
conventions deal with pos
s i b l e arguments such as 1972 
l i a b i l i t y convention. 
In case the settlement i s 
not p r e s c r i b e d i n the t e x t 
of the convention or t r e a t y 
the f o l l o w i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
procedures can be used: 

1- N e g o t i a t i o n : Where the 
p a r t i e s i n v o l v e d t r y to 
s e t t l e any d i s p u t e t h r o 
ugh mutual understanding 
and agreement. 

2- A r b i t r a t i o n : Where the 
p a r t i e s cannot reach a 
s a t i s f a c t o r y s o l u t i o n and 
agree to r e s o l v e the mat 
t e r through an a r b i t r a t o r 
body. 

3- T r i a l : Where a s o l u t i o n 
has to be judged and d i c 
t a t e d to both p a r t i e s . 

As we see c l e a r l y i n the 
case of l i a b i l i t y problem 
the l e g i s l a t o r determine 
proper parocedures f o r the 
settlement of c i v i l d i s p u t e 
a r i s i n g from space a c t i v i 
t i e s . 
T h i s i s not a j u r i d i c a l 
p r i n c i p l e . There are some 
other j u r i d i c a l c i v i l 
problems i n r e l a t i o n with 
the persons on board an 
s p a c e c r a f t , space s t a t i o n , 
or persons r e s i d i n g and or 
working i n outer space 
i n c l u d i n g the moon and 
other c e l e s t i a l bodies. 
In T h i s r e s p e c t , we must 
mention the t e x t of a r t i c l e 

8 of space t r e a t y which 
e x p l a i n t h a t " A s t a t e p a r t y 
to the t r e a t y on whose r e g i 
s t r y an o b j e c t launched i n t o 
outer space i s c a r r i e d s h a l l 
r e t a i n j u r i s d i c t i o n and 
c o n t r o l over any personnel 
there of, while i n outer 
space or on the c e l e s t i a l 
b odies. 
In a r t i c l e 12 of the moon 
agreement i t i s mentioned 
" s t a t e s p a r t i e s s h a l l r e t a i n 
j u r i s d i c t i o n and c o n t r o l 
over t h e i r p e r s o n n e l , veh
i c l e , equipmen, f a c i l i t e s , 
s t a t i o n s and i n s t a l l a t i o n s 
on the moon." The ownership 
of space v e h i c l e s , equip
ment, f a c i l i t i e s , s t a t i o n 
and i n s t a l l a t i o n s h a l l not 
be a f f e c t e c d by t h e i r 
presence on the moon. 
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In my paper presented i n 
1961 under the t i t t l e " The 
problem of a p p l y i n g t e r r e 
s t r i a l law i n outer space " 
f o u r t h c o l loquium". Under 
the t i t l e B=legal r e l a t i o n 
between persons aboard 
moving s p a c e c r a f t i t was 
e x p l a i n e d t h a t s i n c e a 
space c r a f t l i k e an a i r c r a f t 

i s used once, i t has been 
r e g i s t e r e d over a p o r t i o n of 
the t e r r i t o r y of the s t a t e 
whose n a t i o n a l i t y i t has, 
such a i r c r a f t as w e l l as the 
persons on board should be 
s u b j c t to the law of the 
country of v e h i c l e whenever 
the t e r r i t o r i a l law would be 
competent, while a c t s con
c e r n i n g the c i v i l and per
sonnel s t a t u s of the i n d i v 
i d u a l on the board the 
v e h i c l e w i l l be governed by 
t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e n a t i o n a l 
law.(1) 

Concerning the c r i m i n a l a c t 
commited i n outer space, 
i n c - l u d i n g the moon and 
other c e l e s t i a l bodies there 
i s two major p r i n c i p e l s 
which should be concerned 
the t e r r e s t r i a l law which 
should be a p p l i e d i n outer 
space i n r e s p e c t to c r i m i n a l 
a c t s : 

F i r s t there are crime com
mitte d on e a r t h which are 
not w i t h i n the scope of t h i s 
paper. 
Second, crime committed 
a g a i n s t s a f e t y and s e c u r i t y 
of space f l i g h t or sabotage 
i n outer space; I t seems 
th a t an i n t e r n a t i o n a l con
v e n t i o n r e l a t i n g crime com
mitte d i n outer space on 
board s p a c e c r a f t , space 
s t a t i o n , or i n c e l e s t i a l 
bodies, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n case 
of crime committed by perm
anent c i t i z e n of c e l e s t i a l 
bodies should be concluded. 

INTERNATIONAL JURISDICTION 
FOR THE SETTELLEMENT OF 

SPACE DISPUTEU 

(1) THE PROBLEM OF APPLYING 
TERRESTRIAL LAW IN OUTER 
SPACE 12 CONGRESS 
WASHINGTON D.C. 
OCTOBER.03.1961 

The i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n v e n t i 
ons or t r e a t i e s i n s e v e r a l 
cases r e f e r to i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
law. 
According to a r t i c l e 3 of 
the 1967 space t r e a t y 
" s t a t e p a r t i e s to the 

t r e a t y s h a l l c a r r y on a c t 
i v i t i e s i n the e x p l o r a t i o n 
and use of outer space, 
i n c l u d i n g the moon and other 
c e l e s t i a l bodies, i n accor

dance with i n t e r n a t i o n a l law 
i n c l u d i n g the c h a r t e r of the 
un i t e d n a t i o n s i n the i n t e r 
e s t of m a i n t i o n i n g i n t e r n a t 
i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y and 
promoting i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
c o o p e r a t i o n and understan
ding . 
In paragraph 3 of a r t i c l e 15 
of 1979 moon agreement i t 
i s mentioned t h a t : 
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" I f d i f f e c u l t i e s a r i s e i n 
connect i o n with the opening 
of c o n s u l t a t i o n s do not l e a d 
to a mutually a c c e p t a b l e 
settlement, any s t a t e p a r t y 
may seek the a s s i s t a n c e of 
the s e c r e t a r y g e n e r a l , 
without seeking the consent 
of any other s t a t e p a r t y 
concerned, i n order to 
r e s o l v e the c o n t r o v e r s y " 
consequently, the r e f e r e n c e 
to i n t e r n a t i o n a l law i s a l s o 
one of the p r i n c i p l e f o r 
settlement of i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
d i spute. 
T h e r e f o r e , here we w i l l d i s 
cuss the i n t e r n a t i o n a l r u l e s 
and procedures i n r e l a t i o n 
with t h i s s u b j e c t . 
In c o n n e c t i o n with t h i s sub
j e c t , chapter 6 of the 
c h a r t e r of u n i t e d n a t i o n s 
devoted to p a c i f i c s e t t l e 
ment of d i s p u t e s p r o v i d e d 
t h a t the p a r t y to any d i s 
pute the continuance of 
which i s l i k e l y to endenger 
the maintenance of i n t e r n a 
t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y 
s h a l l f i r s t of a l l seek a 
s o l u t i o n by v a r i o u s means 
o n l i s t e d as a n e g o t i a t i o n , 
e q u i t y , j u d i c a l settlement, 
r e s o r t to r e g i o n a l agencies 
or arrangements or other 
p e a c e f u l means of t h e i r own 
c h o i c e . " 
The establishment of the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o u r t of j u s 
t i c e which r e p r e s e n t s the 
j u r i d i c a l organ of the 
u n i t e d n a t i o n s , can be con
s i d e r e d as a v a l u a b l e means 
a v i l a b l e to s e t t l e i n t e r n a -
e r n a t i o n a l law d i s p u t e as 
submeitted to i t . 
According to paragraph 3 of 
a r t i c l e 2 of the c h a r t e r of 
the u n i t e d n a t i o n s . 
A l l members s h a l l s e t t l e 
t h e i r i n t e r n a t i o n a l d i s p u t e s 
by p e a c e f u l means i n such a 
maner that i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
peace and s e c u r i t y and j u s 
t i c e are not endengered, but 
acc o r d i n g to paragraph 7 " 
nothing contained i n the 

present c h a r t e r s h a l l 
a u t h o r i z e the u n i t e d n a t i o n s 
to i n t e r v e n e i n matters 
which are e s s e n t i a l l y w i t h i n 
the domestic j u r i s d i c t i o n 
of any s t a t e or s h a l l r eq-
q u i r e the members to submit 
such matters to settlement 
under the present c h a r t e r , 
but t h i s p r i n c i p l e s h a l l not 
p r e j u d i c e the a p p l i c a t i o n of 
inforcement measures under 
chapter 7, which concern 
the a c t i o n with r e s p e c t to 
t r e a t s to the peace breack 
of the peace and a c t s of 
a g r e s s i o n . As we p r e v i o u s l y 
c i t e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l space 
conventions and t r e a t i e s 
propose the s o l u t i o n f o r the 
case of any d i s p u t e a r i s i n g 
from the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n or 
a p p l i c a t i o n of agreement 
may be r e f f e r d by any con
t r a c t i n g p a r t y . According to 
a r t i c l e 9 of 1967 space 
t r e a t y " A s t a t e p a r t y to 
the t r e a t y which has reason 
to b e l i e v e t h a t an a c t i v i t y 
or experiment planed by 
another s t a t e p a r t y i n outer 
space i n c l u d i n g the moon 
and other c e l e s t i a l bodies, 
would cause p o t e n t i a l l y 
harmful i n t e r f e r e n c e with 
a c t i v i t i e s i n p e a c e f u l exp
l o r a t i o n and use of outer 
space, i n c l u d i n g the moon 
and other c e l e s t i a l bodies, 
may request c o n s u l t a t i o n 
concerning the a c t i v i t y or 
experiment". 
The term of c o n s u l t a t i o n i s 
one of the major p r i n c i p l e 
f o r amical settlement of 
d i s p u t e . T h i s term i s a l s o 
used i n paragraph 2 and 3 of 
a r t i c l e 15 of the 1979 moon 
agreement as f o l l o w : 

" A r t i c l e 15 " A State p a r t y 
which has reason to b e l i e v e 
t h a t another s t a t e p a r t y i s 
no,t f u l f i l l i n g the o b l i g a 
t i o n s , incumbent upon i t 
persuant to t h i s agreement 
or t h a t another s t a t e p a r t y 
i s i n t e r f e r i n g with the 

This article from International Institute of Space Law is published by Eleven international publishing and made available to anonieme bezoeker



r i g h t s which the former 
s t a t e has under t h i s agree
ment may request c o n s u l t a 
t i o n with t h a t s t a t e p a r t y . 
A s t a t e p a r t y r e c e i v i n g 
such a request s h a l l i n t e r 
i n t o such c o n s u l t a t i o n 
without d e l a y . " 
Any other s t a t e p a r t y which 
requests to do so s h a l l be 
e n t i t l e d to take p a r t i n the 
consultâtion. 
Each s t a t e p a r t y p a r t i c i p a t 
ing i n such c o n s u l t a t i o n 
s h a l l seek a mutually accep-
t a b b l e r e s o l u t i o n of any 
co n t r o v e r s y and s h a l l bear 
i n mind the r i g h t s and 
i n t e r e s t s of a l l s t a t e s par
t i e s . The s e c r e t a r y general 
of the u n i t e d n a t i o n s s h a l l 
be informed of the r e s u l t s 
of the c o n s u l t a t i o n s and 
s h a l l t r a n s m i t the informat
i o n r e c i e v e d to a l l s t a t e s 
p a r t i e s concerne. 

OBSERVATION 

Taking i n t o c o s i d a r a t i o n the 
above mentioned e x p l i n a t i o n s 
one can make the f o l l o w i n g 
o b s e r v a t i o n t h a t : 
Current laws and codes of 
behaviour are designed f o r 
c i v i l i z a t i o n s on e a r t h with 
regards to the customs and 
h i s t o r i c a l background of the 
community. 
Th e r e f o r e new laws and codes 
have to be e s t a b l i s e d to 
govern f u t u r e communities i n 
the space l i k e c u r r e n t gove
r n i n g laws of the s o c i e t y , 
many f u t u r e laws meant f o r 
space ( a s t r o l a w s ) , may have 
to go through d i f f e r e n t 
e v o l u t i o n a r y stages before 
i t s m a t u r i t y . 
A s p e c i a l l e g i s l a t i v e corp 
has to be e s t a b l i s h e d under 
the a p p r o p r i a t e i n t e r n a t i o -
n a l y r e c o g n i z e d o r g a n i z a 
t i o n , such as copuos, to 
begin the task of c o d i f i c a 
t i o n of new laws. 

Such a l e g i s l a t i v e body 
must b e n e f i t from the l a t e s t 

e x p r i e n c e s of s t u d i e s i n 
human r e a c t i o n s i n outer 
space. 
I t should pay a s p e c i a l a t 
t e n t i o n to s o c i a l behaviour 
i n c l o s e confinenments, 
because most near f u t u r e 
s e t t l e m e n t s i n outer space 
w i l l be of th a t type. 

CONCLUSION 

Settlement and work i n outer 
space, i n c l u d i n g the moon 
and other c e l e s t i a l bodies 
i s no longer a dream. 

One can draw s i m i l a r i t i e s 
and p a r a l l e l s on p a t t e r n s 
of problems and d i s p u t e s or 
any e a r l y s e t t l e m e n t s on 
land throughout the h i s t o r y 
of mankined. Many l e g a l , 
s o c i a l , and p h i l o s o p h i c a l 
i s s u e s have to be c o n s i d e r 
ed. Legal r e g u l a t i o n s have 
to be e s t a b l i s h e d and laws 
have to be d e f i n e d . Many 
l e g a l terms have to be r e d 
e f i n e d i n order to become 
q u a l i f i e d terminology i n 
man's new environment. The 
outer space t r e a t y of 1967, 
and the moon agreement of 
1984 set broad and exten
s i v e p r i n c i p l e s d e a l i n g with 
many aspects of outer space 
a c t i v i t i e s . 
However, many of the r e g u l 
a t i o n s need to be enhanced 
and c l a r i f i e d and d e t a i l e d . 
In p r i n c i p l e i t has been 
agreed t h a t the e x p l o r a t i o n 
and use of outer space s h a l l 
be c a r r i e d out f o r the 
b e n e f i t and i n the i n t e r e s t 
of a l l c o u n t r i e s , i r r e s p e 
c t i v e of t h e i r economic or 
s c i e n t i f i c c a p a b i l i t i e s and 
advances. 
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The moon and i t s n a t u r a l 
resources are common h e r i 
tage of mankined, and i s not 
su b j e c t to n a t i o n a l appropr
i a t i o n . 
These b a s i c p r i n c i p l e s and 
agreements should be used 
to r e g u l a t e the a c t i v i t i e s 
of human i n outer space s e t 
tlements . 
U n l i k e any p r e v i o u s h i s t o r i 
c a l examples of new s e t t l e 
ments i n a new found land, 
space se t t l e m e n t s w i l l not 
s t a r t to expand q u i c k l y and 
out of p r o p o r t i o n . 
E x t e n s i v e p l a n n i n g and 
p r e p r a t i o n has to go i n t o 
each expansion program. 
T h e r e f o r e , there w i l l be a 
p l e n t y of o p p o r t u n i t i e s to 
in s u r e a gradual and comp
rehensive formation of a new 
" astrolaw " based on e x i s 
t i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l laws. 
Many c o m p l i c a t i o n s of e x i s 
t i n g t e r r e s t r i a l laws are 
the r e s u l t of d i v e r s e l o c a l 
customs and environmental 
c l i m a t e s . 
There are no e x i s t i n g cus
toms i s s u e s i n outer space 
as i s c u r r e n t l y known, 
hence there i s a change f o r 
mankind to s t a r t a new 
be g i n i n g with a u n i l a t e r a l 
space c o n s t i t u t i o n r e g u l a 
t i n g p u b l i c , c i v i l , p enal, 
l a b o r a l and commercial laws 
i n outer space. 
These can be p i v o t e d on 
c u r r e n t l y agreed i n t e r n a 
t i o n a l t r e a t i e s and the U.N. 
c h a r t e r . 
T e r r e s t r i a l laws should be 
a p p l i e d to any d i s p u t s 
o r i g i n a t e d on the e a r t h . 
However a d i f f e r e n t proce
dure i s needed i n order to 
s i m p l i f y the process when 
p a r t i e s i n v o l v e d i n the 
d i s p u t e are not present on 
the e a r t h . 
Any other d i s p u t e o r i g i n a t e d 
i n outer space i s best d e a l t 
with i n i t s p l a c e of o r i g i n 
and t h e r e f o r e , the new set 
of astrolaws w i l l be a p p l 

i e d . 
A l l members of new space 
set t l e m e n t s should s t a t e 
t h e i r legence to a unique 
set of space laws so that 
c u r r e n t e x i s t i n g complic
a t i o n s and i n t e r r e l a t i o n of 
l o c a l , s t a t e , and interma-
t i o n a l laws can be avoided. 
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